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your pleasures the recreation of your studies, and not
consider your studies only as the interruption of your
pleasures.'

The best laid schemes o' mice and men
Grang aft a gly,

says Burns, and so in this case it proved, for, as we
have seen, the academical plans sketched here were set
aside and were never resumed. The time was one in
which Lord Minto thought it the duty of all men to
make some sacrifice of their personal desires in a public
cause; and with the dread of foreign invasion before
their eyes, preparation for the defence of hearth and
home was a duty of a pressing kind. For a whole year
Gilbert Elliot remained in camp at Musselburgh, his
visits to his family being confined to a few days at a
time.

In the course of August a public meeting was held
at Jedburgh for the purpose of carrying an address
to the King, assuring His Majesty of the zeal and de-
votion of his subjects on the Borders. fi Our hearts,'
said the address, ' are firmly devoted to the land in
which our fathers and ourselves were born, and we now
solemnly pledge ourselves to your Majesty and to each
other, that we will maintain with our latest breath and
the last drops of our blood, its independence, its laws,
its religion,^ and renown/

At this meeting Lord Minto made a spirited speech
which, addressed as it was to men not unconscious of
the responsibilities resting on those who have an
hereditary right to national independence, was received